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ABOUT THE SERIES 
 
Star Wars: Episode IV A New Hope captivated an entire generation in 1977, launching a saga that has 
been embraced by generations as a timeless epic.  Now, the Star Wars saga continues with Star Wars 
Rebels, a new half-hour animated action series on Disney XD that introduces a thrilling cast of characters 
that are new to the Star Wars universe.   
 
The adventures focus on Ezra, a street-smart teenage boy who has joined a small band of rebels that 
engage in daring missions of sabotage and resistance against the Empire.  Members of this rag-tag group 
of rebels include Kanan, a cowboy Jedi; Hera, an ace Twi’lek pilot; Sabine, a Mandalorian street artist 
who happens to be an explosives expert;  Zeb, an agile fighter and the “muscle” of the group; and 
Chopper, the grumpy but good-hearted droid.  Together this motley but clever crew of the starship 
Ghost face threatening villains, embark on thrilling adventures and become heroes with the power to 
ignite a rebellion.   

 
Star Wars Rebels is created by Simon Kinberg (X-Men: Days of Future Past), Dave Filoni (Star Wars: The 
Clone Wars) and Carrie Beck (Lucasfilm Story Group).  Executive producers include Simon Kinberg, Dave 
Filoni, and Greg Weisman (Gargoyles).  This marks the first original entertainment produced by Disney 
and Lucasfilm.   
 
Like Filoni, several members of the Rebels production crew are veterans of the Emmy® Award winning 
Star Wars: The Clone Wars animated series, including Art Director Kilian Plunkett, Lighting and VFX 
Supervisor Joel Aron, Line Producer Athena Portillo, and Oscar and Emmy nominated Supervising Sound 
Editor Matt Wood, who also worked on the prequel films.  
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When Lucasfilm President Kathleen Kennedy first approached Dave Filoni about doing a new Star Wars 
TV series, she asked that he honor the past while moving boldly into the future. “I knew I wanted to 
create a show that was inspired by the beautiful concept paintings of the original movies,” says Filoni. 
“Kathleen loved the idea because, like me, she loved the paintings of [Star Wars concept artist] Ralph 
McQuarrie. And since Rebels is set five years before A New Hope, having the look of the show based on 
the concept art for the first film seems totally appropriate. Hopefully Rebels honors the great and 
talented artists who were so instrumental in bringing George’s vision to life.” 
 

In addition to drawing from the 
aesthetic look of the original 
trilogy, Rebels also captures the 
narrative essence of Star Wars, 
which recounts the mythic journey 
of the hero who at first refuses the 
call to adventure. Initially, Ezra 
wants nothing to do with the 
rebels’ cause – but he discovers, 
perhaps reluctantly, that joining 
this crew might bring a larger 
meaning to his life – a sense of 

family, of helping others, and being part of a movement that is bigger than himself. “If all you do is fight 
for your own life, then your life is worth nothing,” Hera tells him. Ezra takes his first step into a larger 
world by accepting adventure’s call, beginning a new journey that is worthy of the Star Wars saga. 

 
Because Star Wars Rebels takes place in the era between the prequel trilogy and original trilogy, it is in a 
unique position to bridge the two both aesthetically and generationally.   “I have young sons who grew 
up on the prequels, and they have the same affection and even nostalgia for the prequels that I have for 
the originals,” states Kinberg. “Rebels is a cross-pollination of the two trilogies.  We want parents to 
enjoy all the fantastic icons from Star Wars while we introduce a newer generation to the far corners of 
the galaxy, which is full of exotic new creatures and characters.  As a parent I’m proud to say Rebels is a 
show that the whole family can enjoy watching together.” 
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MEET OUR HEROES, THE REBELS… 
 
Not every guardian of peace and justice was lost to the tragedy of Order 66.  KANAN JARRUS is a 
survivor of the Emperor’s Jedi purge and the perceived leader of the Ghost crew.  He keeps his Jedi past 
and identity a carefully guarded secret to avoid being hunted down by the Galactic Empire. 

 
Kanan, voiced by Freddie Prinze Jr., is a 
less traditional Force-wielder than fans 
are used to seeing. He carries a blaster, 
is a little sarcastic, and keeps his past a 
secret. “I like to call Kanan ‘the cowboy 
Jedi,’” says executive producer Dave 
Filoni. His Jedi robes are long gone, 
replaced with armor and a holster, 
though a samurai-like ponytail hints at 
his Jedi Knight origins. 
 
Kanan has been underground for 
years, evading the Empire. If the 
Imperials become aware of his 

existence “he’s going to get killed,” says art director Kilian Plunkett. He still has his lightsaber but no 
longer uses it for fear of revealing his true identity – and has ultimately forsaken the ways of the Jedi 
Order.  
 
Star Wars Rebels will show Kanan’s journey as he rediscovers himself, just as a rebellion begins to form 
against the Empire. According to Filoni, “He’s a gunslinger that needs to put the gun away and pick up 
the sword again, and fight for noble causes and selfless causes.” But what will happen when he chooses 
to reignite his Jedi weapon, fighting once again for a greater purpose? 
 
 
HERA SYNDULLA is the heart of the Ghost crew from Star Wars Rebels.  The Twi’lek is an ace pilot, able 
fighter, and a true believer in the Rebel cause.  As the pilot of the starship Ghost, she often gets the 
team to their missions and helps them escape in the nick of time. 
  
Hera is voiced by Vanessa Marshall and is 
an especially gifted pilot. “I think she really 
makes flying the Ghost look easy,” says Joel 
Aron, CG supervisor. And while she’s 
strong-willed, Hera also keeps the group 
together and can be warm and nurturing. 
“She knows how to talk to them to get the 
best out of themselves and to be part of 
that team,” Aron says. “That to me is the 
commander of a ship.” 
  
Like every member of the Ghost team, Hera 
has her reasons for rebelling against the 
Empire. Uncovering those reasons will be 
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part of the Star Wars Rebels story.  “Every time we get a script,” says Marshall, “I am breathless with 
anticipation. I cannot wait to read what’s next because I want to see where we’re going, too.” 
 
 
In Star Wars Rebels, fans will see the rise of the Rebellion through EZRA BRIDGER, a 14-year-old con 
artist who learns to fight for a greater good.  Growing up on his own in the age of the Empire, Ezra has 
had to rely on his wit and cunning to get by. As voice actor Taylor Gray explains, “He’s very street-smart. 
He’s a pickpocket. He’s a little thief. 
But he’s doing it all because he 
needs to survive.”   
 
Executive producer Dave Filoni adds 
that Ezra is “not a bad kid.” Although 
he may enjoy stealing from the 
Empire, his behavior has been 
influenced by the world around him 
- a world that is under Imperial 
control.  
 
Greg Weisman, executive producer, 
says, “His eyes get opened to the 
fact that there are people who care, 
who are trying to fight the good fight. And he becomes one of them.” Still, there is more to Ezra than 
even he knows. Ezra is Force-sensitive, Filoni reveals, though he is unaware that he is tapping into this 
mystical energy field. Ezra knows he has some strange abilities, but they’re “instinctive and reactionary.” 
It is only through his relationship with Kanan, a Jedi survivor and crew member of the Ghost, that Ezra 
will learn the true nature of his power. Together, they will forge new paths and destinies - and a 
rebellion will rise. 
 
 

 SABINE WREN is a key member of the Ghost 
crew in Star Wars Rebels and unlike any Star 
Wars character – especially in her love for 
blowing things up and tagging her work with 
graffiti. 
 
Sabine is a Mandalorian. She has a great 
understanding of weapons and combat like 
few others, and has turned against the 
Empire. “She’s got a little bit of attitude,” 
says actress Tiya Sircar, who is voicing the 
character. Additionally, Sabine is an artist, 
which is reflected in her hair, personalized 

armor, and graffiti calling cards. After the Ghost crew hits the Empire, Sabine makes sure the Empire 
knows who did it. The Star Wars Rebels animation team has created a library of graffiti tags for Sabine, 
and they are constantly adding to it. In the end, Sabine is a strong, no-nonsense heroine. As Sircar says, 
“I think she’s kind of an inspiration.”  
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Every team needs a tough guy. Introducing ZEB ORRELIOS, the (smart) muscle of the Ghost crew... 
 
Zeb is a well-trained honor guard and 
is highly educated, according to 
executive producer Dave Filoni, 
which juxtaposes his brutish, alien 
appearance. He’s voiced by Steve 
Blum, who says, “He’s got a bit of a 
chip on his shoulder, hates Chopper 
and is starting to build a relationship 
with Ezra, begrudgingly.” 
 
Zeb’s favorite pastime: beating up 
Stormtroopers, or bucket heads, as 
he’s heard calling them. He’s an agile 
fighter, using his hands, feet, and 
acrobatics. But there is more to Zeb 
than pounding Imperials. “It’s just going to be exciting to develop him and his bizarre new species,” says 
Filoni, “and to explain to the audience where he came from.” 
 
Zeb is from a never-before-seen alien species in the Star Wars universe, but his look is heavily influenced 
by Ralph McQuarrie’s early concept art of what Chewbacca may have looked like. 
 
 
In Star Wars, droids are always eager to help out their human masters, drop whatever it is they’re doing 
when called upon, and sometimes even sacrifice themselves to save others. Right?  Not quite.  CHOPPER 

is one lazy, cranky (if ultimately goodhearted) 
astromech droid. 
 
"If Artoo is the family dog,” said Dave Filoni, executive 
producer of the show, “Chopper is the cat." Chopper is 
an essential crew member of the Ghost, tasked with 
keeping the starship running and operable for its band 
of heroes. In reality, thanks to his many “unique” 
upgrades and customizations, no other alien, human, or 
droid could handle the job.  
 
The design of Chopper, a.k.a. C1-10P, takes cues from 
early Ralph McQuarrie concept art for R2-D2, especially 
the expressive arms that fold out of his head. As Star 
Wars Rebels takes place four years prior to the events 
of Star Wars: Episode IV A New Hope, Chopper’s retro 
look creates an aesthetic continuity with droids of the 
original trilogy. 
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MEET THE VILLAINS… 
 
The next great villain from a galaxy far, far 
away is here. Meet THE INQUISITOR, a 
black-clad, intimidating figure who will play 
a prominent role in Star Wars Rebels. Star 
Wars Rebels executive producer Dave 
Filoni says the Inquisitor is “tasked by 
Darth Vader to hunt down the remaining 
Jedi Knights.”  
 
Jason Isaacs (Lucius Malfoy in the Harry 
Potter films) plays the Jedi hunter, joking, 
“I’ve played a few unpleasant characters. 
Possibly, you could call them villains -- 
depends on your point view.” Isaacs notes 
that the Inquisitor’s job is simple -- to track 
down and kill all Jedi or Force users with no mercy. 
 
Chris Glenn, concept artist, notes that while the Inquisitor is not a Sith, he is more than a match for 
Force-wielders. “He’s familiar with a lot of the Jedi ways and training tactics, and he uses that 
knowledge against Kanan.” Kilian Plunkett, art director of Star Wars Rebels, says that while the 
Inquisitor visually evokes earlier villains like Darth Maul and Darth Vader, he isn’t just a carbon copy.  
 
 
AGENT KALLUS, one of the Empire’s leading enforcers in Star Wars Rebels, is a major threat for the 
Ghost crew’s small band of heroes. 
 
Kallus is an Imperial Security Bureau (ISB) agent. According to David Oyelowo, who plays Agent Kallus, 
he’s ruthless, unforgiving, and an example of the Empire’s tyranny. “His job,” says Oyelowo, “is to 
basically make sure everyone stays loyal. And anyone who gives a whiff of disloyalty has to be cut out. 
So, I guess you could safely say he’s a bad guy.” 

 
According to art director Kilian Plunkett, 
“He’s pretty literally a rebel hunter. His 
whole task is to investigate any sort of 
instance of local insurgency and see if it’s 
the beginnings of what could become a 
rebellion.” Kallus is on the ground, leading 
Stormtroopers in face-to-face battles 
against anti-Imperial groups -- and his 
combat skills are impressive, including the 
use of a modified version of Zeb’s honor 
guard staff.   

 
“I don’t know that Kallus would think that what he’s doing is really evil,” Filoni says. “He’s just doing his 
job for the Empire, and he believes in the Empire. So Kallus is definitely an interesting character and one 
to watch out for -- especially if you’re a rebel.” 
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ABOUT THE CREATIVE TEAM 
 

DAVE FILONI (Executive Producer) 
 
A diehard Star Wars fan, Dave Filoni realized a lifelong dream when he 
was selected by George Lucas to helm Lucasfilm Animation’s Star Wars: 
The Clone Wars as Supervising Director. 
 
The series surpassed the rare industry milestone of 100 episodes has won 
four Emmy® Awards – including winning the category of Outstanding 
Special Class Animated Program for two years in a row (2013/2014).  

 
Now as Executive Producer, Filoni is leading the development of Star Wars Rebels. 

 

Past projects include Avatar: The Last Airbender, King of the Hill, Mission Hill and The Oblongs, 
Teamo Supremo, Kim Possible, Dave the Barbarian and Lilo & Stitch. 
 
 

SIMON KINBERG (Executive Producer) 
 
Simon began his career while still in school. His thesis project for Columbia 
Film School was the screenplay for the global blockbuster - Mr. & Mrs. Smith 
(2005), starring Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie. 
 
In 2006, he co-wrote X-Men: The Last Stand. Other projects include Jumper 
(2009), Sherlock (2010), X-Men: First Class (2011), This Means War (2012) 

and Elysium (2013). 
 
Simon wrote and produced this summer’s  X-Men: Days of Future Past, the most successful film 
in the franchise. He just completed writing and producing Fantastic Four, and is the producer of 
2015’s Cinderella, Chappie and The Martian.   
 
He is currently consulting on Star Wars: Episode VII. 
 

 
GREG WEISMAN (Executive Producer) 
 
Greg Weisman, an American comic book and animation writer and 
producer, has been a storyteller all his life.   
 
He’s best known as the creator of Gargoyles and as a writer-producer 
on multiple animated series, including W.I.T.C.H., The Spectacular 
Spider-Man and Young Justice.   
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Weisman is currently a writer and executive producer on the new Star Wars Rebels animated 
series for Lucasfilm and Disney.   
 
Weisman’s series have been nominated for a number of Emmy Awards.  His first novel, Rain of 
the Ghosts, was published in 2013.  Spirits of Ash and Foam, the second book in the Rain series, 
comes out in July of 2014.  Greg is blessed to have a wonderful wife, two great teenagers and 
two neurotic pets. 
 
 

ABOUT THE VOICE CAST 
 
FREDDIE PRINZE JR. (Kanan Jarrus) 
 
Prinze rose to fame in the 1990's starring in movies such as "She’s All That,"  "I Know What You 
Did Last Summer" and the sequel "I Still Know What You Did Last Summer."   
 
His big screen credits also include "Summer Catch," "Head over Heels," "Boys and Girls" and 
"Wing Commander."  He also starred as Fred in the Scooby Doo franchise.   
 
In 2005, Prinze created and starred in "Freddie," an ABC sitcom based on his own life.   He 
joined the cast of "24" for its final season in 2010 as Agent Cole Ortiz, director of CTU 
operations.  Additional television credits include Comedy Central's "Robot Chicken," "Psych," 
and "Boston Legal." 
 
Also an active writer and producer, Freddie lives in Los Angeles with his wife Sarah Michelle 
Gellar and two children. 
 
 
VANESSA MARSHALL (Hera Syndulla) 
 
A graduate of Princeton University with a Masters in acting from NYU, Vanessa Marshall began 
her voice over career launching commercial campaigns for Dove and Propel Fitness Water. Her 
voice over television credits include the roles of Mary Jane in “The Spectacular Spider-man,” 
Wonder Woman in “Justice League: Flashpoint Paradox,” Poison Ivy in “Batman: Brave and the 
Bold,” Black Canary in “Young Justice,” Black Widow in “Avengers: Earth’s Mightiest Heroes,” 
Mouse on "Fish Hooks," and Irwin in “The Grim Adventures of Billy and Mandy.”   
 
In the gaming world, she voiced Olga in “Metal Gear Solid 2,” H.Q. in “Socom II” and Jan Ors in 
“Star Wars: Jedi Knights II.”   
 
Marshall currently voices promos for ABC, CBS, HBO and HGTV.  She also narrates shows for E!, 
MTV, and WE and announces radio liners for stations around the world. As a stand up comic 
and former “plus-size” model, she created a one-woman show "Got Phat?" - which ran 
successfully in both LA & NYC.   
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STEVE BLUM (Zeb Orrelios) 
 
Blum has an extensive background in voicework and is best known as the voice of Spike Spiegel 
from “Cowboy Bebop” and the voice of Marvel’s Wolverine in numerous animated  television 
shows and video games.  Additional television credits include “Transformers Prime,” 
“Transformers Rescue Bots,” “Regular Show,” “Marvel's Hulk and the Agents of S.M.A.S.H.,” 
“Doc McStuffins,” “Marvel's Ultimate-Spiderman,” “Wander over Yonder,” “Toonami” and 
“Avatar: The Legend of Korra!” 
 
Blum was recognized as the “Most Prolific Actor in Video Games” in the Guinness Book of 
World Records in 2012.  At that time, he had appeared in 261 video games voicing multiple 
characters.  Gaming credits include “Halo 4,” “Call of Duty: Black Ops,” “Star Wars: The Old 
Republic,” “Diablo III,” “World of Warcraft: Mists of Pandaria,” and “The Last of Us.” 
 
Blum is from Santa Monica, California and is a father to 3 sons. 
 
 
TIYA SIRCAR (Sabine Wren) 
 
Tiya Sircar is a talented actress who has an extensive filmography in both film and television.  
Her onscreen credits include recurring roles on CBS' "The Crazy Ones," CW's "The Vampire 
Diaries" and Lifetime's "The Witches of East End."  
 
Sircar's feature film credits include "Friends with Benefits" with Justin Timberlake and Mila 
Kunis and "17 Again" with Zac Efron.  She had a lead role in FOX's summer comedy "The 
Internship" alongside Vince Vaughn and Owen Wilson, and she will also star in the upcoming 
indie comedy, "Miss India America." 
 
She has also done voicework for Disney Channel's "Phineas and Ferb" and the feature film 
"Walking with Dinosaurs 3D."    
 
Sircar is fluent in Bengali and can speak a little Spanish, French and Italian.  Sircar is originally 
from Austin, Texas but currently resides in Los Angeles.   
 
 
TAYLOR GRAY (Ezra Bridger) 
 
Taylor Gray is a multi-faceted actor best known on the small screen for his role as Bucket in 
Nickelodeon's "Bucket and Skinner's Epic Adventures."  He has also appeared "Elizabeth 
Stanton's Big World,"  "The Mentalist,"  "Numb3rs" and  "Hawthorne" 
  
Gray's feature film credits include lead roles in WB's "Thunderstruck" alongside Kevin Durant 
and James Belushi, and Screen Gems "The Take" with John Leguizamo, Tyrese Gibson and Rosie 
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Perez.  He will be seen in the upcoming film "Walt Before Mickey" as Friz Freleng, one of 
Disney's original animators. 
 
In addition to his acting skills, Gray is a talented singer and recorded the title song "No Worries" 
for his Nickelodeon show.  He also plays the guitar, piano and saxophone.  Gray enjoys 
basketball, baseball, football, snowboarding and skateboarding.  He currently resides in Los 
Angeles with his younger brother and sister.  
 


